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New faces among the Friends

New FHP Board Member - Vaughan James

I'm a Madison native, grew up a few blocks from Hoyt Park and attended

Hoyt School, West Junior and Senior High and UW-Madison.  I have many

fond memories of Hoyt Park as a kid – picnics with friends around one of

the historic fireplaces, spinning around on a self-propelled merry-go-round

in the playground and, my favorite memory, walking along the Owen Parkway Trail with

my Mother, looking out over the view from Sunset Point overlook and then following

along to climb up to get a drink from the stone bubbler south of the main shelter. The

bubbling water always fascinated me. A few years ago, I thought it had been removed as I

couldn't see it in the underbrush, but I'm relieved to see the area has been cleared, even

though it is now a dry monument.

see: new board member, page 4

New Summer Park Ranger - Jessica Bauer

My name is Jessica Bauer and I am the summer conservation ranger

for Hoyt Park. I am 24 years old and recently graduated from the

University of Wisconsin Whitewater gaining a Bachelor's degree in

Biology, emphasis in Ecology, and an Environmental Studies minor. I

recently made the move from the LaCrosse area, Chaseburg in

particular, to Madison to become the summer ranger at the park. My

previous experience includes Perrot State Park in Trempealeau,

Wisconsin working the Visitor Services and Laborer positions. I love the outdoors and

plan on continuing a career in Ecology/Environmental work after Hoyt. My hours are 8

am.- 4 p.m. Monday-Friday so if you see me out and about please say hello!

Greetings Friends:

Well, after a little delay, here we are and
back again.  So, what's up?

First, we have an over-achiever out of
Garrison Keeler for a park ranger, Jessica
Bauer, a  young person brimming with
ideas and enthusiasm.  She's already
begun work, so you will, no doubt, see
her in the park.  Please stop and say
hello.

Oh, and we have a new Board member,
Vaughan James, a retired plant
pathologist at the UW, now web page

From the Chair of FoHP, Spring, 2015
guru, publications meister, data base
wrangler, and all around good guy.

Our 20 anniversary project? We going
th

for a park fireplace restoration project.

So, take a read of our newsletter, and also
please note our upcoming summer picnic,
Saturday, July 11 , at Roy’s Shelter in

th

Hoyt Park.

So, in closing I'd like to note that we're
back with the publications, web presence,
events, etc. that you all have come to
expect from FoHP.

Take care, Friends - John Elliott



June 2015 - “Leaflets”

Officers

At the May board
meeting, officers were
elected for the coming
year.

John Elliott, Chair,
Elliott@edgewood.edu

Rich Jablonski , Vice-chair
rwjesq@earthlink.net

Peter Hanson, Secretary,
peterhans1@yahoo.com

Ron Harris, Treasurer
rwharris@facstaff.wisc.edu

Recent work parties

A special thanks goes out
to our members who have
taken part in the work
parties so far this year.

April work day - Tim
Kessenich, leader, Tim
Astfalk, Ron Harris, Sarah
McAchran, Rich Jablonski,
Richard Adelman.

May work day - Tim
Kessenich, leader, David
Kuter, Lucy Brown, Tim
Astfalk, Jean MacCubbin,
John Elliott, Nancy
McDermott.

May garlic pull - Tim
Kessenich, leader, Tim
Astfalk, David Kuter.

June work day - Tim
Astfalk leader, Nancy
McDermott, John Elliott

Change of address

If you have a change of
address, please email our
keeper of the membership
list:

Vaughan James
rvjames@rvjdesigns.com

Annual meeting changes site
The 19 annual meeting changed locations from Hoyt School to Bethany United Methodist

th

Church. The board saw that there was a need to provide better access, parking and
meeting space for our membership.  It was a pleasure to work with the staff of the church.
The room was provided to the Friends free of cost as were the treats from Whole Foods.
The only thing missing from this delightful spring evening event was our speaker. The
board took the opportunity to have an informal discussion with our members about our
anniversary project and our ongoing funding needs.  Our summer ranger is putting
together a place in the kiosk for her picture and contact information and the board will be
working on the historic fireplaces as their 20th anniversary project. These are just a few
of the items that were discussed. Let's not wait for next year's annual meeting, please bring
your ideas and concerns to the board by emailing John Elliott our chair.
Elliott@edgewood.edu

New map!
There’s a new map to guide you around our park! Vaughan James used the map created by
former intern Danny Volz to create a new map of Hoyt Park. There’s a copy in the
newsletter and it is also available on the FHP website for download and in the mailbox at
the kiosk in the park.

Hoyt’s Historic Fireplaces
The board voted at the May meeting to focus on the
historic fireplaces of Hoyt as their 20 anniversary

th

project.  From the discussion at the annual meeting, it
was clear that the fireplaces are central to what makes
Hoyt special. The committee from the board is made
up of John Elliot, Ann Raffa and Pamela Mather.  Our
first task is to do a literature search and survey the
condition of the all the fireplaces.  If you have
pictures or information about the fireplaces please
contact Pamela Mather. Also, if you wish to join the
committee please volunteer.  Updates will follow.

News from the prairies
Controlled burns were conducted on the Ready Prairie and the Sunset Point Overlook on
April 11, 2015. The burns were performed by Michler and Brown LLC, and FHP
volunteers Tim Kessenich and Tim Astfalk. The burned areas have been over-seeded with
seeds of prairie and savannah plants that we received from Wayne Pauly of Dane County
Parks.

In addition to planting seeds,  our April workday involved hauling out the old brush piles
at the Sunset Point Overlook and stacking the brush along Owen Parkway for pickup by
the Forestry Dept.  Much of the sumac, buckthorn and honeysuckle in both prairies has
been cut and treated with herbicide although more treatment will be required this coming
summer

The fireplaces are a wonderful part
of Hoyt Park’s history.  Did you
realize they are all different?





address label

I studied horticulture and plant pathology at the UW and at Cornell.  Even

while living in New York State, I was  a Madisonian and welcomed a job offer

that allowed me to move home. That led to working over 20 years at the UW,

doing vegetable disease control research (LOTS of potatoes).

I moved back into the family home in the Hoyt neighborhood in 1999 to help

care for my parents. They extensively remodeled their house to make it wheel

chair accessible for my dad (after his 1999 stroke) and to add an extra bedroom

for me to move into. That project wiped out most of the lawn and landscaping

and gave me an almost clean slate for my gardening (obsession??)  My parents

and I enjoyed the garden and I've continued to add plants since inheriting the

property after my parents died.  I now have > 1200 different kinds of

perennials, shrubs and trees and add a good mix of spring bulbs and annuals

each year for extra color. After all those years of working with vegetables, I'd

much rather visit the farmer's market than grow another vegetable!

Besides gardening, my interests include:  photography (mainly of flowers in my

garden, and other places), graphic arts (computer graphics, screen printing and

sublimation printing), trying to be a worthy servant to my dog (maybe that

should have come first), and music (singing in a choir and enjoying classical

music concerts).

In addition to Hoyt Park, my other favorite outdoor spaces are the UW

Arboretum , the UW Lakeshore Preserve and Owen Conservation Park.  I'm

happy to have been asked to be on the Friends of Hoyt Park board and hope that

some of my plant-related interest and knowledge, and my graphic arts abilities

will be helpful to FoHP.

New board member (cont.)

FoHP work days coming up
July 18 - Ready Prairie Maintenance,

remove woody invasive species -
leader: Richard Jablonski
rwjesq@att.net

Aug. 15 - TBA  Buckthorn Busting or
Mulch Madness  -  leader:  Jean?

Sept. 19 - Seed Collecting at
Pheasant Branch, Dane Co.
Parks. Plan on joining us! Clock
in hours in return for Prairie
seeds  -  leader:  Tim Kessenich
kesset@tds.net

Oct. 17 - Overlook:  Buckthorn
Busting or Pulling Invasives or
Mulching the Mighty Oaks

Nov. 21 - Overlook:  seed scattering
(weather permitting)  -  leader:
Tim Kessenich kesset@tds.net

Details and updates will be on the
FoHP web site.

FoHP Picnic July 11
See insert for details

Friends of Hoyt Park, Inc.
P O Box 5542
Madison  WI  53705-0542



THE FRIENDS OF HOYT PARK

If you received this invitation, your dues are paid and you are a
member.  However, if you know of someone who would like to join, or
you would like to contribute to our ranger fund, use this form

Name

Address

Phone

E-mail
(Important!   We need to go electronic!)

Membership:   ____  Regular:  $30 ____  Sustaining:  $60

Additional donations to: Ranger fund ______   Woodland fund  ______

Prairie Fund _______ Fireplace fund  ________

Total:

Checks payable to: Friends of Hoyt Park,  P.O Box 5542,
Madison, WI 53703

Annual Summer Picnic
Saturday, July 11 , 2015th

Roy's Shelter (lower shelter)
Begins at noon (noon to 3:00 PM)

What,
When,
Where

What to
bring

Access

Special
Event

Membership

Please bring a dish to share

Lemonade, paper plates, napkins and utensils will be provided.

Diagonally across the main parking lot from the entrance, is a gate
which will be open the day of the picnic.  There is a road which goes
down to the lower shelter so you can unload picnic gear or people but
picnickers can’t park there.

After lunch our ranger, Jessica Bauer, will lead us on a
nature walk through Hoyt Park (She’s already spotted
this bit of nature - a resident fox).


